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ACTION - 12 
 
 
Project Approval – Stream Restoration on Park Land for Dulles Airport Mitigation (Sully 
District)  
 
 
ISSUE: 
Approval to enter agreements with the Department of Public Works and Environmental 
Services (DPWES) and environmental contractors to conduct stream restoration 
projects on park land (as identified in the Fairfax County watershed management plans) 
for Dulles Airport mitigation as awarded by the Metropolitan Washington Airports 
Authority (MWAA).  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
The Park Authority Director recommends approval to enter agreements with DPWES 
and environmental contractors to conduct stream restoration projects on park land (as 
identified in the Fairfax County watershed management plans) for Dulles Airport 
mitigation as awarded by the Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority (MWAA). 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
MWAA is in the process of expanding Dulles Airport with two planned additional 
runways and infrastructure to meet growing demand.  Because of this expansion, 
numerous streams and wetlands will be destroyed or disturbed. Federal and state laws 
require that MWAA compensate for these impacts. The wetland mitigation will be 
completed through the purchase of credits in wetlands banks in Prince William and 
Fauquier Counties. Stream mitigation will be secured through a competitive bid process.  
 
In the past year and a half, Park Authority staff have participated in numerous 
discussions and meetings with representatives of the County Executive’s Office, 
DPWES, MWAA, the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality, the Army Corps of 
Engineers and others to more closely define the mitigation requirements and to 
determine what role Fairfax County would play in offsetting the impacts to our local 
watersheds.  
 
In August MWAA issued the request for proposals for stream mitigation. Proposals must 
be submitted to them by October 13, 2006.  The County Executive’s Office is very 
interested in ensuring that proposals include options to conduct stream mitigation in 
Fairfax County in order to compensate for some of the impacts affecting our streams 
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from the airport expansion. The Park Authority owns most of the stream valleys in the 
affected watersheds.   
 
Stream mitigation work would likely include: 
 

• Buffer enhancement – contractors would remove invasive plant species, plant 
native plants to improve the forest stand, reduce impacts from runoff, increase 
filtration of floodwaters and improve wildlife habitat. 

• Stream restoration – contractors would remove blockages, stabilize banks, install 
weirs and other structures to control stream flow and improve in-stream habitat. 

 
Permanent conservation easements would be placed on areas that receive buffer 
enhancement or stream restoration and would encompass a minimum 100’ (50’ either 
side of the stream) in width.  Such easements would be written to allow public trails, 
accommodate existing utilities, and allow natural and cultural resource management.  It 
is likely that several miles of stream valley park would receive these improvements and 
be placed under an easement. 
 
Environmental contractors are prepared to submit proposals to MWAA to conduct 
stream mitigation work on park land in Fairfax County.  In order to submit those 
proposals, the contractors must have reasonable assurance that if their proposal was 
accepted by MWAA, the Park Authority would allow the work to be done.  If awarded, 
individual projects would be reviewed and overseen by DPWES and evaluated by park 
staff based on criteria which address benefits, impacts to the park, park policies, fiscal 
impact and whether the agency has the resources to support the administrative 
workload from these projects. 
 
If the Park Authority approves this project, staff will work directly with DPWES, the 
County Attorney’s office and the contractors selected by MWAA to accomplish the 
following: 
 
• Draft an agreement to govern the conditions of the project. 
• Monitor the project for conformance with the agreement. 
• Execute a declaration of restrictions that will provide conservation easements on the 

stream restoration areas (approximately 100 feet in width over the entire project 
length). 

 
Proposals being submitted by environmental contractors include projects identified by 
DPWES in the Cub Run Watershed Plan. These projects are seen as critical for 
protecting and improving water quality in the county and if not funded by the airport 
mitigation process, would be funded over time through county funding sources. By 
securing mitigation funds from MWAA, not only will important stream improvements get 



Board Agenda Item 
September 27, 2006        
 
 
done earlier, the funds that the citizens of Fairfax County would have had to spend on 
those projects will be available to do additional stream work. 
 
In addition, options for proposals may include the planned restoration to Turkeycock 
Run at Green Springs Gardens in the Cameron Run watershed. Although this project 
does not lie within the same watersheds where the airport impacts will occur, this 
project is well within the geographic region allowed under federal and state law. It has 
already been planned and permitted, is identified under the Cameron Run Watershed 
Plan, and project completion with alternative funding would free up Park Authority 
stream restoration funds to complete critical stream restoration immediately up and 
down stream caused by the floods in June 2006. 
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
Resources will be required to review proposals and plans, meet with DPWES and their 
contractors and the public, draft and review easements and plats and conduct site visits 
to evaluate and inspect projects. Undertaking these projects will require a significant 
commitment of staff time by the Park Authority. Availability of funding and staff will be 
considered as projects are identified.  Fiscal impact of this proposal and staffing needs 
will be determined by the extent of the projects awarded on parkland. 
 
 
STAFF: 
Michael A Kane, Director 
Timothy K. White, Deputy Director 
Cindy Messinger, Director, Resource Management Division 
Charles Bittenbring, Acting Director, Planning and Development Division 
Todd Johnson, Director, Park Operations Division  
Judy Pedersen, Public Information Officer 
Kay Rutledge, Manager, Land Acquisition and Management Branch 
Charles Smith, Naturalist III 
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